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�� EvidenceEvidence –– basedbased policypolicy makingmaking

�� The The rolerole of of officialofficial statisticsstatistics

�� InternationalInternational integrationintegration

StatisticsStatistics: a : a tooltool forfor policypolicy makingmaking



�� InstitutionalInstitutional needsneeds

�� Users’Users’ needsneeds ??

�� InternationalInternational needsneeds

EvidenceEvidence basedbased policypolicy makingmaking



�� WhatWhat isis officialofficial statisticsstatistics??

�� 6 6 principlesprinciples

�� OfficialOfficial statisticsstatistics forfor developeddeveloped and and developingdeveloping

countriescountries

�� MeasurementMeasurement of progressof progress

The The rolerole of of officialofficial statisticsstatistics



�� SustainabilitySustainability

�� MixtureMixture of new and oldof new and old

�� IndicatorsIndicators vsvs integratedintegrated systemssystems

The The rolerole of of officialofficial statisticsstatistics



InternationalInternational integrationintegration

��StrategiesStrategies ((MDGsMDGs, , PRSsPRSs, OECD Palermo and , OECD Palermo and 

Istanbul)Istanbul)

��ActorsActors ((InternationalInternational OrganisationsOrganisations, , IndividualIndividual

bilateralbilateral donorsdonors, Paris21, , Paris21, StatCapStatCap))

��ToolsTools (NSDS, (NSDS, NationalNational AccountsAccounts sincesince 1947, ADP, 1947, ADP, 

IHSN)IHSN)



National accounts: economic relevanceNational accounts: economic relevance

�� Integrated system with a strong “internal” Integrated system with a strong “internal” 

coherence; coherence; 

�� Comprehensive view based on a Keynesian Comprehensive view based on a Keynesian 

model;model;

�� Comparability of economic statistics and Comparability of economic statistics and 

development of international standards development of international standards 

(UN47, SNA53, SNA68, SNA93);(UN47, SNA53, SNA68, SNA93);



National accounts: statistics relevanceNational accounts: statistics relevance

�� consolidates information on crucial elements consolidates information on crucial elements 
of the economy (labour force, output, of the economy (labour force, output, 
consumption, price, volume, etc.) that are consumption, price, volume, etc.) that are 
usually separated;usually separated;

�� allows to identify the main statistical needs;allows to identify the main statistical needs;

�� serves as a framework for statistical systems serves as a framework for statistical systems 
and as a point of reference in establishing and as a point of reference in establishing 
standards for related statistics.standards for related statistics.



The case of AlbaniaThe case of Albania

�� Target: Target: improveimprove the the supplysupply and and demanddemand side side 
estimate of GDP estimate of GDP byby branchesbranches at at currentcurrent and and 
constantconstant pricesprices

�� TwoTwo possiblepossible approachesapproaches in in statisticalstatistical
cooperationcooperation practicepractice::

•• bottombottom--upup: : fromfrom basic basic statisticsstatistics toto NA NA synthesissynthesis

•• toptop--down: derive down: derive statisticalstatistical requirementsrequirements fromfrom NA NA 
needsneeds

�� TopTop--downdown approachapproach hashas beenbeen consideredconsidered
preferablepreferable



The topThe top--down down approachapproach

��GeneralGeneral frameworkframework: input: input--output system output system 

((supplysupply, , useuse and and symmetricsymmetric tabletable))

��(In the (In the AlbanianAlbanian case) case) itit allowsallows toto::

•• approachapproach jointlyjointly production, production, employmentemployment and and 

expenditureexpenditure estimatesestimates

•• clearlyclearly identifyidentify the the sourcessources and the and the calculationcalculation

methodsmethods usedused toto produce produce estimatesestimates

��(In (In generalgeneral) ) itit servesserves twotwo purposespurposes::

•• StatisticalStatistical

•• AnalyticalAnalytical



StatisticalStatistical purposepurpose

��ItIt isis a a frameworkframework forfor::

•• basic data compilationbasic data compilation

•• weighting and calculation of index numbersweighting and calculation of index numbers

•• assessing quality and completenessassessing quality and completeness

•• developing interrelated price and volume developing interrelated price and volume 

measuresmeasures

•• consistency checkingconsistency checking



AnalyticalAnalytical usesuses

��AnalysisAnalysis of:of:

•• productionproduction

•• structure of demand, export, structure of demand, export, eccecc..

•• employmentemployment

•• price and costsprice and costs

•• …………

•• … many topics discussed… many topics discussed in this Conferencein this Conference



AchievedAchieved resultsresults

��RevisionRevision of the of the agriculturalagricultural set of set of accountsaccounts ((aboutabout

24% of GDP)24% of GDP)

��New New estimatesestimates forfor the the constructionconstruction sectorsector on on bothboth

the the supplysupply and and demanddemand side (+205% in 98side (+205% in 98--03)03)

��A new procedure A new procedure toto estimate estimate householdhousehold

consumptionconsumption ((basedbased on the on the commoditycommodity flowflow

approachapproach))

��OtherOther innovationsinnovations relatedrelated toto: : changechange in in inventoriesinventories, , 

GeneralGeneral governmentgovernment, credit , credit institutionsinstitutions export and export and 

importimport



AchievedAchieved resultsresults ((cont’cont’d)d)

��A A methodologymethodology toto estimate the Non estimate the Non ObservedObserved

EconomyEconomy (NOE)(NOE)

��AsAs a a resultresult of the of the projectsprojects, a , a consistentconsistent time time 

seriesseries (1996(1996--2004) of the 2004) of the resourcesresources and and useuse

account account hashas beenbeen providedprovided. . ForFor the first time the first time 

INSTAT INSTAT producedproduced anan officialofficial estimate of the estimate of the 

demanddemand side side estimatesestimates of GDPof GDP



The The rolerole of the NOE in of the NOE in developingdeveloping countriescountries

��A A relevantrelevant componentcomponent of of economiceconomic wellbeingwellbeing and and 

povertypoverty

��A A typicaltypical latentlatent variablevariable ((itit isis difficultdifficult toto capturecapture the the 

“non “non observedobserved” through ” through surveyssurveys))

��A A biasbias (more or (more or lessless) ) affectingaffecting allall surveyssurveys

�� In In orderorder toto achieveachieve anan exhaustiveexhaustive pictureitpictureit isis necessarynecessary

toto implementimplement anan estimate of the “non estimate of the “non observedobserved” ” 

componentcomponent

�� ItIt isis stronglystrongly recommendedrecommended toto analyseanalyse the the resultresult of of 

surveyssurveys takingtaking intointo account the account the NationalNational AccountsAccounts

correspondingcorresponding figuresfigures



ConclusionsConclusions

��Albania Albania hashas notnot solvedsolved allall of of itsits weaknessesweaknesses, , butbut hashas
designeddesigned a plan a plan forfor the future the future developmentdevelopment of NAof NA

��NA NA isis ableable toto detectdetect manymany users’users’ needsneeds, , butbut maymay omitomit toto
detectdetect distributiondistribution aspectsaspects ((povertypoverty, , inequalityinequality) and ) and doesdoes
notnot estimate estimate wellbeingwellbeing ((happinesshappiness))

�� The case of Albania supports the importance of official The case of Albania supports the importance of official 
statistics as a public goodstatistics as a public good

�� EconomicEconomic researchresearch playsplays a a fundamentalfundamental rolerole forfor the the 
qualityquality of of statisticalstatistical informationinformation, , exploringexploring and and fosteringfostering
new new areasareas of of investigationinvestigation ((byby usingusing alsoalso partialpartial
informationinformation, , whichwhich are the best are the best possiblepossible approximationsapproximations
toto realityreality))


