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AERC TECHNICAL WORKSHOP ON:
POLITICAL ECONOMY ANALYSIS IN AFRICA
Dear Members of AERC Network,

The African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) is organizing a two-week technical workshop on Positive Political Economy Analysis in Africa to be held in Nairobi in 12 – 22, March 2010. Economists evaluate government policies but rarely seek to account for them.  When advancing explanations, economists more often marshal normative rather than positive arguments.  Why do governments behave the way they do?  How can we best explain their economic choices?  In recent years, the field of political economy has arisen from efforts to address such questions. 

The Technical Workshop will cover ten topics in 10 sessions and will involve extensive readings and practical applications (detailed outline of the course will be sent to selected participants). The instructors will provide data sets on economic performance; political institutions, preferences and outcomes; and the social and cultural composition of African states. By the end of the Workshop participants will be required to prepare a brief concept note on a research project they intend to carry out utilizing the knowledge, tools and techniques acquired during the Workshop for presentation to the participants for comments and suggestions.

Applicants should have a working knowledge of econometrics, including the analysis of panel data, and techniques of constrained maximization.

This is to invite you to submit an expression of interest (attach a copy of your detailed CV) if you would like to participate in the workshop. Those already working on political economy issues who may benefit from the course are encouraged to apply.  Female researchers are also encouraged to apply. 
Minimum requirement for participation in the workshop is a Masters Degree in Economics.
The deadline for submitting an expression of interest is February 6, 2011, by email to Director of Research, Email: Research@aercafrica.org
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