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Negotiations on an Economic Partnership Agreement bewteen West Africa and the European Community
Negotiation Meeting at the level of Senior Officials
Dakar, 22-23 July 2008

Summary of conclusions 

1. The Meeting of Senior Officials was held on Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd July 2009 in Dakar at Hotel Ngor Diarama under the framework of the negotiations on an Economic Partnership Agreement between West Africa (ECOWAS Member States + Mauritania and the European Union (EU). The Meeting was co-chaired by Commissioners Mohamed Daramy and Christophe Jean Marie Dabire of the ECOWAS and UEMOA Commissions respectively for the West Africa Party (ECOWAS Member States + Mauritania) and Messrs. Peter Thomson, Director at the Department of Trade of the European Commission and Manuel Lopez Blanco, Director at the Department of Development of the European Commission for the European Party (EC).
2. The Meeting of Senior Officials was preceded by the WA-EU Technical Negotiations Meeting held from 16th to 21st July 2009. The report of the Technical Meeting was submitted to the Senior Officials who took note of it. 
On the Draft text of the agreement
3. The Senior Official expressed satisfaction on the progress achieved by the Experts in some issues of the joint draft text of the agreement, notably: 

·  Consideration of the special concerns and interests of the WA Member States at all stages of the settlement of dispute process.
· Publication of personal and dissenting opinions of arbitrators in the settlement of disputes process.
· Security exceptions (General Exceptions).
· Consultations in case of difficulties experienced in the balance of payments (General Exceptions).
· Designation of the joint EPA Organs (Institutional Provisions).
· Entry into force of the draft agreement (Final Provisions). 

· Depository authorities of the agreement.

4. Thereafter, they reiterated their commitment to take all necessary measures in view of achieving, in conformity with the conclusions of the Meeting of Chief Negotiators held on 17th June 2009, an agreement mutually beneficial to each of the Parties by the deadline of end of October 2009.
5. On the differences existing in the Chapters under discussion, the Senior Officials arrived at the following conclusions:

· EC internal subsidies and supports to trade in West Africa: (Art 2 Paragraph 7): the discussion was mainly centred on the impact of EC internal subsidies and supports on trade in West Africa. The EC Party observed that this issue was considered at multilateral level and undertook to provide information and make relevant notification to the WTO Secretariat.
· Treatment of the Community Levies (CL and SCL) when dismantling tariffs in the WA region: the two Parties acknowledged the important role of these taxes in the financing operations of the ECOWAS and UEMOA Commissions as well as for regional development policies. They agreed on the need to preserve these resources and decided EC[to undertake joint legal work in view of reviewing the nature of these taxes and then prescribe the appropriate drafting in the EPA text].
· MFN Clause: the Parties reiterated their commitment to treat this issue concerning their major trade partners based on the methodology provided by the Chief Negotiators, namely to specify in the formulation the said clause, the principle of consideration on a case by case basis and reciprocity. The region submitted to the EC Party a draft text. The EC took note of the text. The discussions will continue later on this issue in order to achieve a satisfactory joint formulation.
· Non-execution Clause: the WA Party reaffirmed that, considering that this clause was already included in the Cotonou Agreement which governs also the EPA, there is no need to specifically mention it in this partnership agreement. The European Party reaffirmed the principle of maintaining the existing Cotonou agreement and especially, the fundamental Cotonou elements under the EPA. However, the two Parties agreed to continue their discussions on this issue.
· Meeting Clause in the regional agreement: in conformity with the decision of the Meeting of Chief Negotiators of 17th June 2009, the regional EPA that will be singed by end of October will mainly cover trade in goods and cooperation for development relating to the EPA. Issues on trade in services and areas relating to trade will be subjected to meeting clauses. The Senior Officials exchanged views on the importance of these clauses, the need or not to specify at this stage the list of all areas relating to trade and subject to negotiations with effect from 2010. A more detailed discussion on these aspects, as well as the final structure of the agreement, will be held at the next meeting. 
· Definition of Parties in the settlement of dispute process: the issue involved was to know, in the framework of implementation of the EPA, if each WA Member State, taken individually, could be Party to a dispute against the EC instead of the region as a whole. Taking into consideration the significant implications that may result from the position adopted, the Parties took note of the issue and acknowledged the need to continue the discussions on the concept of Parties in dispute under the WA-EU EPA. 
· Revision Clause: the WA region proposed in the text of the agreement that, every five (5) years, the Parties should undertake evaluation of the implementation of the agreement and decide, if need be, on the revision of the provisions identified to that effect. The EC proposed to include the revision clause in a non-binding policy declaration that should be attached to the agreement. It submitted as sample, the declaration adopted to that effect in the EPA with the Caribbean region. 
· Development dimension of the EPA: the two Parties exchanged views on Part Iv of the text of the Agreement. To that effect, the Senior Officials commended the progress achieved on the works under the EPADP. They also adopted the convergences realised by the Technical Committee that was established to consider the new position of the European Party relating to cooperation for implementation of the development dimension of the EPA and took note of the pending differences. They urged the Experts to continue their discussions in view of achieving consensual proposals for presentation at the next negotiations round.
· Rules of Origin: the negotiations were mainly centred on Annexe IIa of the protocol and the text of the protocol on the rules of origin. With regard to Annexe IIa, the two Parties agreed on some Chapters and positions. Difficulties on some issues relating to Annexe IIa and horizontal issues should be solved. The Senior Officials expressed satisfaction on the progress achieved and urged the Experts to continue the discussions. 
On the WA Market Access Offer
6. The WA Party presented an improved market access offer for goods. This offer provides for 63.12% opening of regional trade and dismantlement of tariffs in 25 years (2010 to 2034), for three groups of products subjected to liberalisation. The WA region highlighted that the improved offer resulted from a sectoral analysis that enabled the reclassification of products initially placed out of the liberalisation zone. This enabled to remove from this group 126 products, by mainly taking into consideration products that were not subjected to import trade from Europe, inputs, sectors of activity affected by the different exclusion thresholds proposed, as well as commodities exported by the countries of the region.
7. The EC Party appreciated the work achieved by WA, took note of the proposal, but observed that the improvement was marginal and that the offer would not be able to ensure the economic development of the countries of the region. It regretted the inability to undertake a joint sectoral analysis and expressed its wish to receive copy of the methodology used by the region. 
8. WA highlighted that its development ambitions were not based on the liberalisation alone and that the offer was based on an analysis mainly centred on the potential constraints that could result from the opening of its market. The methodology concerned mainly the development criteria, the choice of the States regarding the products that should be protected, the sectoral policies and the fiscal income level. 

9. The Senior Officials stated that more in-depth discussions will be undertaken at the next negotiation rounds, more specifically, by undertaking analysis on a product by product basis rather than focusing on the thresholds.
On the next stages
10. The Parties agreed to hold new negotiation rounds (Experts and Senior Officials) on the text of the agreement, the market access and the rules of origin during the week of 21st to 26th September 2009. The venue of the Meeting will be decided by mutual agreement.
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